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hazardous waste from Texas’s companies was shipped to Utah. Texas has the only site 
in the country authorized to accept B and C classifications of radioactive waste, which 
are more hazardous than most cites can take. The Texas site is particularly controversial 
since it sits atop the Ogallala Aquifer, and scientists worry about the potential for it 
contaminating the groundwater.

During the TCEQ review process, scientists and engineers unanimously concluded 
that the dump was too close to the Ogallala Aquifer and that radioactive contamination 
of the aquifer was a risk. In spite of that, TCEQ executive director at the time, Glenn 
Shankle, issued the permit for Waste Control Specialists to develop the site. Within a 
week, Shankle was hired as a lobbyist for the company. While the original deal was to 
accept waste only from Texas and Vermont, in 2011 the state legislature authorized the 
site to accept waste from thirty-six additional states. In 2015, Waste Control Specialists 
successfully lobbied the TCEQ to allow them to increase by threefold the capacity 
the site can hold. Under the expansion, the site can now take up to 9 million cubic 

Anyone who has watched a television game show such as The 
Price Is Right that features luxury car models being given 

away as prizes is familiar with the idea of California emissions 
standards. While the U.S. government has enacted a series of 
minimum standards regarding auto emissions, California has 
long been at the forefront of this activity, regularly creating 
standards that exceed those required by the federal government. 
Since the 1970s, California has enacted the most restrictive 
standards regarding the gases coming out of the exhaust pipes 
on cars, trucks, and other automobiles. Eleven other states have 
also enacted auto emission standards beyond the minimum 
standards set by the federal government.

Several agencies in California are involved in the regulation 
of auto emissions, including the California Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Department of Public Health, and the 
Department of Consumer Affairs-Bureau of Automotive Repair. 
Key pollutants subject to regulation include carbon dioxide, 
hydrocarbons, and ozone. These agencies in the past led the 
United States in developing additional equipment on vehicles 
to limit emissions, in requiring the use of unleaded gas, and in 
mandating routine inspections of vehicles. For example, California 
required the use of fuel injectors and catalytic converters long 
before they became standard across the United States. Current 
efforts by California include those to increase sales of zero-
emission vehicles, to encourage the use of alternative fuels, and 
to boost the fuel efficiency of cars.

Opponents of California’s efforts at regulation note that the 
result of such differing regulations is variations in automobile 
standards across states. This variation creates additional costs to 
makers of cars, which are then passed on to the people who buy 
cars and trucks. In the end, they argue, the U.S. government should 
be the appropriate level of government to regulate auto emissions.

Texas, in contrast, maintains little state legislation 
above and beyond the minimum standards established by the 
U.S. government. One of the few requirements in Texas is the 
imposition of annual auto emission standards in metropolitan 
areas such as Houston that have consistently high levels of air 
pollution linked to automobiles. Texas also requires all state, city, 
and county governments that own fifteen or more vehicles to 
purchase some low-emission vehicles.

THINKING Critically
★★ How is California a leader in the regulation of auto 

emissions?
★★ How does California’s attempt to regulate 

auto emissions affect the size and scope of its 
government?

★★ Do you think that Texas and other states should set 
standards that are stricter than those set by the U.S. 
government?

★★ What do you think the advantage of Texas adopting 
stricter emissions standards might be?
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